Egg and embryo donation and the meaning of motherhood.
As part of a larger study on donor-assisted conception, this paper reports research which explored the ways in which women who have donated or received eggs or embryos interpret such donations in the context of motherhood. Narrative analysis of women's accounts revealed that egg and embryo donations are not interpreted as incompatible with motherhood; that they may be explained as contributing to the significance of motherhood through the desire to assist some women to whom motherhood has been denied; and that the welfare of offspring of donated eggs and embryos is considered by donors. Differences were found between the meanings of egg donation and embryo donation, including likening eggs to cells and embryos to children, and in donors the expression of stronger maternal connection to the offspring of donated embryos. These accounts reveal individual variation, complexity, and change, reflecting (among other things) the dynamic process of narrative revision.